FAQs
​
 How many people can I accommodate for a wedding?

We can accommodate up to 150 guests at Upwey House for the ceremony and/or for the celebration. Our price structure is based on up to 60 guests and 120 guests, for any celebration over 120 guests there is an additional per person charge of £10/head.
Where do I put everyone?

There are various options depending on your numbers and your preferences.

For smaller, more intimate weddings (up to 60 guests) you could accommodate all your guests on the outdoor terrace. For dining purposes, you can hire in a long table which would sit on the terrace or terrace lawn with views over the fields to the sea. An awning is a sensible idea (in case of bad weather) but not a necessity. Please note that the dining table inside the house can only seat up to 24 guests.
For larger weddings, you can hire in a marquee or a tipi-style tent to house your guests for the celebration on our lower “tennis court” lawn just below the house. The lawn and terrace are close to each other and guests can easily access both. So, you could hold a drinks reception on the terrace and then move to the marquee for lunch/dinner or you could set up a bar inside or just outside the marquee.

Can I hold my ceremony at Upwey House, and if so, how and where?

Yes, we are licensed for legal ceremonies. For smaller weddings you can hold a ceremony inside the house in our Drawing Room for up to 35 guests. For numbers above that you could choose to hold the ceremony outside under our beautiful gazebo on the terrace lawn or under the loggia at the front of the house. Your guests can watch the ceremony on chairs surrounding either. An awning is a good idea (in case of bad weather) but not a necessity. You can also hold your legal ceremony anywhere in the grounds as the grounds are also licensed. 
You can hold a non-legal blessing anywhere in the house or on the grounds including the woodland, the walled garden and by the stream. 

How many people can I accommodate for a ceremony?

If you choose the loggia or gazebo option, you can include up to 150 guests at your ceremony. 
Is there a local church?

Yes, St Laurence Church, is a 10 minute walk away in Upwey Village. It is a beautiful 13th Century church and the vicar is very happy to talk to couples who want to get married there even if they are not regular members of the parish or church. Call Nick (the vicar)  on 01305 459971.

What do I need to do to arrange a civil ceremony at Upwey House?

You will need to contact the registry office at Weymouth& Borough council who will put you in touch with local registrars. There is a small fee to cover the cost of the registrar. We can help with celebrants if you would like.
Do I need a marquee?

We highly recommend a marquee for numbers over 60 people. For numbers larger than that you will be at the mercy of the British weather plus the sound can carry over the fields to the neighbouring village. Your guests will also want somewhere to rest.

You can use any of our preferred suppliers or bring in your own marquee. All we ask is that we chat to the marquee company in advance to check they have the necessary insurance and will not damage the land.

Who books the marquee?

Usually, our guests do that directly, but we can help with recommended suppliers, please see out partners document on our website. Our team are very happy to help you every step of the way. Often a marquee is set up on your day of arrival (please see Check-in and Check-out).

What about catering?

You can hire in any type of caterer you would like. You do not need to use our list of preferred suppliers although they are all excellent. For smaller weddings (under 60) you may choose to manage the catering yourselves using our kitchen. For numbers above that you will require your caterers to provide their own power-generated catering tent.

Can we use confetti?

You may use dried petals or flowers or anything biodegradable but no paper, plastic or rice please.
How many people can stay at the house?

24 including children over 18 months. We allow up to an additional 3 infants in cots. There are 9 bedrooms, each sleeping a minimum of 2 people. There are also some sofa beds, single put-up beds and cots. No more than 24 guests (+ babies) can stay at the house due to insurance criteria.

Check-in and check-out

We usually work to a 4.00pm check-in and a 10.00am check out but try to be flexible where we can to allow earlier check-ins and later check-outs. This is usually known nearer the time. Often a marquee company comes in on your day of arrival to set-up, so it is ready when you arrive. We can ensure it is set up correctly for you as long as we have communicated before-hand.

Is there nearby accommodation for other guests?

Yes, Strawberry Cottage (sleeps 4-6) is at the base of the drive. It works very well if the wedding couple want to remain traditionally separate before they tie the knot. Likewise it is very good for guests who want to be part of the party but want their own privacy too. To book Strawberry Cottage you will need to do this separately by contacting Mary Hinchliffe on mary.hinch@hotmail.co.uk. There are also a number of other B & B’s, barns and cottages in Upwey Village as well as in Dorchester and Weymouth. Please ask us for a list. All the accommodation in Upwey Village itself is a short walk to Upwey House. Please look at the additional accommodation document on our website for more information.
Are dogs allowed?
We welcome well-behaved dogs to Upwey House. There is a supplement for dogs – £50/dog and we allow up to a maximum of 3 dogs.  We ask that guests please do clean up after their dogs and ensure they do not chase sheep in the adjoining fields.

Do you allow camping on the grounds?

Yes, but please speak to us beforehand to discuss specifics and the extra charge for this. 
Can I decorate the house and surrounding areas?

Yes, you can decorate the house and the grounds as you wish but please ensure everything is removed after your celebration and there is no permanent damage.
What time can wedding go on until?

Your celebration can go on until 1am but we do ask that any amplified music is turned off after 11pm out of respect to the villagers. We also ask that guests leave the premises as quietly as possible.

Can I bring a DJ/band?

Yes, we can help with recommendations if required. Many guests also choose a silent disco for late on in the evening.

Do I need to work with one of your preferred suppliers?

No, you can use any supplier, but we do ask that we chat to them in advance to ensure the insurance is suitable and that they won’t cause any damage to the land.

Can I bring alcohol and is there a corkage fee?

You can bring in your own alcohol and there is no corkage fee. If you prefer to have a cash bar you will need to ensure that there is a Temporary Events Notice in place. Most bar companies will provide their own but otherwise it is easy to apply for one via Weymouth & Borough Council at a charge of £21. We can do this for you if you prefer.

Where can I situate the bar?

You can put the bar wherever you like (apart from in the house itself if you have over 60 guests). Many guests site it next to the marquee for easy access to drinks or within the marquee itself. Or you could have a bar on the terrace by the house.

Do you provide toilets?

You can use the WC facilities on the ground floor of the house for celebrations under 60 people. For numbers above that you will need to hire in portable WC’s. There are suppliers listed on our Partners list.

What power is organised and what will I need to bring in?

There is a power supply in the garage which you can use for smaller weddings by the house. For marquees that require power on the lower terrace lawn you will need to provide a separate power generator for catering, lighting, and sound. All marquee and catering companies will provide that as part of their package.

What lighting is provided and what will I need to bring in?

There is up lighting and floodlighting on the terrace. You will need to provide a generator for lighting within the marquee on the lower tennis court lawn.

Are there chairs that we can use for the ceremony and reception?
We have around 24 chairs that you can use for more intimate weddings. For larger numbers you will need to hire these in. The marquee or catering company will be able to help with this.

How many cars can park at Upwey House?

There is parking for up to 8 cars on the main driveway and additional parking on the lower paddock for up to 30 cars. We suggest you appoint your own parking warden in such cases so that no one gets blocked in.

Are there any restrictions for weddings at Upwey House?

For environmental reasons we do not allow fireworks or Chinese Lanterns. Any amplified music needs to be switched off by 11pm out of respect to our neighbours. We ask that all noise after that time is controlled.
Is there disabled access?

We can help provide access to the house itself and the terrace with the use of ramps. The steps in and out of the house are not steep so relatively easy for wheelchairs to negotiate. There is also a bedroom on the ground floor (next to a WC) for any staying guests who cannot use stairs. Access to the lower lawn for wheelchair users might be tricky but possible via the driveway and with some help.

Smoking?

Smoking is only permitted outside. Ash trays will need to be provided for smokers and please ensure that smokers do not leave cigarette butts in the garden and on the lawns. There is strictly no smoking in the house.
Rubbish/Waste

We provide you with 2 x 1100litre green wheelie bins which you will find at the base of the drive to left as you exit Upwey House after the bridge. Please ensure all of your waste is put in these bins. There is no need to separate recycling as our company does all of that for us. If your waste exceeds the capacity of these bins (which it shouldn’t) please do take the excess to the tip at Lodmoor nearby.
Who can use the house?

Finally, Upwey House itself is only for those staying through the wedding weekend. We do not allow guests who are not staying there to access the house on the day/night of the wedding itself unless it is to use the WC facilities in groups of under 60 guests.

Can I view Upwey House?

Absolutely. Nothing conveys the character and possibilities of Upwey House better than seeing it first hand. We are very happy to meet you and discuss your ideas. Viewings, due to bookings on weekends, are usually on weekdays but we’ll try to be as flexible as possible. Contact Kerry or Sarah-Jayne to arrange an appointment.

How do I book?

Once you have made the decision to book, we will send over booking forms, along with our Terms and Conditions, for you to fill in. At that point we take payment of a third of the total amount. The balance is due 6 weeks prior to arrival.

Payment and cancellation?

We take a third of the amount owed upon booking to secure the date. The balance is paid six weeks prior to arrival. Please refer to our Terms and Conditions document relating to any cancellation. We take payment via bank transfer or over the phone if you prefer to use a credit/debit card. We unfortunately do not accept Amex and there is a 1.75% surcharge on any card transactions.

Refundable deposit

We will charge a refundable deposit of £1000-£2000 (dependant on your numbers) six weeks before arrival. This is refunded into your account 5 days after your departure once the house and grounds have been checked. Please leave the house, gardens and grounds as you find them. We will provide large wheelie bins for waste but please ensure all rubbish is disposed of into the bins before you leave. If you do not dispose of your waste in the bins provided, we will be charged and this cost will come off your deposit.

_________________________________________

